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Hague students gearing
up for first-ever musical

By TERRY PUGH
tpughidccgazette ca

Universily of Saskatchewan
student Emma Gillingham is
sharing her love of music with
students at her former high
school in Hague.

The 21-year-old isdirectinga
choir 1nade up of about 20 stu-
dents at Hague High School as
they prepare for the annual
Sask Valley Music Festival at
the end of the month,

But they’ve also got their
sights set on a much bigger
project: a one-hour musical ad-
aptation of the 'Wizard of Oz’
teniatively slated for May 23.

Gillinghamn, an
singer and pianist, said she
walled to provide an opportu-
nity {or students in her home
comuunlity io experience the
Jjoy ol music¢.

“When | was in elemen-
tary school and high schoual
in Hague, one of the things 1
missed was a music program,”
she said. “I took music Jessons
and participated in the music
festival every year, but it would
have been nice to have a choir
or band program.

“When I switched later to a
different high school - Rosthern
Junior College - I participated

in their musical when I was in
Grade 12, and I really enjoyed
it. When I graduated and start-
ed university, I wanted to give
something back to the place
where I grew up.”

Last year, (5illingham ap-
proached Hague High School
Principal Brett Barry ang float-
ed the idea of an extracuryicu-
lar choir for students.

"He was very supportive,”
said Gillingham. “The first
year went pretty well, and I
felt I wanted to do it again this
vear. I learned a lot from the
experience, and 1 think 'm a
lot beiter organized this time
around.”

She said feedback on the pro-
gram from students at the high
school has been positive

“A couple of the students who
were involved last year are
now laking piano or voice Jes-
sornis on their own," she said
“The first year of the program,
it was new, so some kids were a
litile reluctant to get involved;
but this year it's move estab-
lished and seems 10 be more
recognized and valued. The big
thing is, I think the kids recog-
nize that i’s not just for ‘odd’
people; music is for everyone,”

Gillingham said leading a

Johner Brothers

By KEVIN BERGER
Lecel Jeurnalism initiative
kbercerf@ccgazette ce

Nearly anyone who has
lived in Saskaichewan over
the past 30 years has heard of
the Johmer Brothers, a country
music duo hailing from a fami
near Midale, Sask , who went
on to release several critically-
acclaimed and conunercially
successful albwns in the 1990s.

After more than 19 years
of touring and performing
around the world, Ken Johner
decided to retire from the mu-
sic business, leaving his broth-
er Brad {o pursue a solo career
for about & decade.

Years later, Brad was even-
tually joined on stage by his
five sons, though some of them
ended up taking up different in-
struments like the bass guitar,
piano or druns

“I never told anyone of thein
which o play; they just kind of
found their own instrument,”
says Brad, who is an acoustic
guitarist/lead singer.

Recently, Ken decided to get
Lack into the music business,
and so the Johner Brothers are
back together again. However,
they're mostly sticking close
(o liome, performing at a num-
ber of gips throughout western
Canada

“We don't want o be iravel-
ling all over the place. I'in get-
ting too old for that long trav-
elling thing,” says Brad.

Incideritally, one of these con-
certs will take place on Savur-
day, March 22, at the Hevitage
Coimmon in Hepburn.

That’s where the Johner
Brothers (plus a couple of
Brad's song) will be helping
to raise funds for a new hos-
pital in Rosthern during the
Saskatchewan Valley Hospiial
Foundation's (SVHF) spring
ling.

The Clari’s Crossing Gazette
reached out o Brad for an in-
terview on March 7, just be-
fore he was about to head off {o
Alberta to see one of his sons
periorm in Calgary before en1-
barking on a cruise ship as an
enteriainer.

Brad notes that two of his
sons are performing on cruise
ships — something that he and
Ken have dene the odd time
with fans of the Johner Broth-
ers — while another is study-
ing music ai Grani MacEwan.

“They're all musicians in
some form. 1t's fun that we can
go out and still play,” he said

Depending on which sons
are in Saskatchewan and free
at the time, they will likely be
joining Ken and John at the

choir in her community is
proving beneficial to her uni-
versity studies.

“It's giving me more insight,”
she said, “and it allows me to
share the skills I've learned
with other people

“One thing that's really hit
horne with me is how much im-
pact music has on a person's
well-being and mental health

*'Same of the kids who come
in to choir practice may not
have had a good day, but when
they arrive at choir it's a safe
space and they can spend a few
minutes talking about their
day with a group of people they
feel close to. Ii makes a differ-
ence”

Music also helps brighten the
lives of seniors in care homes,
she said.

“When we sing al care
homes, it’s sa nice o see that
connection - through the mu-
sic - between the residenis and
the students,” she said. “Music
touches everyone in a special
way"

Gillingham said the inusical
slated for May 23 will include
the chair, as well as other stu-
dents in other roles

“It’s definitely a new thing
for me,” she said. “I've never

HAGUE HIGR CCHOOL CHCIR
Emma Gillingham (left), a 21-year-old University of Saskatchewan music student, is volunteering at
her former high school in Hague to organize and direct a choir made up of students age 12-16, The
chair will perform at the Sask Valley Music Festival later this month, and will be taking centre stage
in a musical adaptation of ‘The Wizard of Oz’ in May. (Editor's note: The photo was submitted as
is. with the 'smiley faces' over certain students’ faces, to conceal their identities. A long-standing
school division palicy does not allow publicalion of pictures of students whose parents have not
signed a waiver allowing for publication inprint media)

direcied a mugical before. so
¥m learning a lot as 1 go It's
challenging but it's also fun”
A couple of teachers arehelp-
ing out with the production,
but Gillingham said if any
community members are in-
terested in stepping up 1o help
with things like costumes or
props, the fledgling produc-
Llion welcomes their confribu-
tion. They can contact the high

schoalio signup as volunteers.

Right now, ihough, Gilling-
harn's goa! is io gel her choir
ready for the Szsk Valley Mu-
sic Festival that runs Maich 25
{o April 2.

She's enlisted pianist Chloe
Kvill as accompanisi for the
choir’s two pieces at the festi-
val, and is hoping the group
can build on last year's suc-
cessful performance.

Gillinghain's long-lerm gozl
isio doanasiers degree nyou-
sic and find a profescional ca-
reer in that field

“1 bave a lot of goals,” she
said. “Bui they all include mu-
sic in some formi or other, Thie
experience in bringing music
to the Hague High School cont-
munity has really showed me
how important it is to share
music with others”

take stage for hospital fundra[ser_ |

SVHF Spring Fling, perform-
ing either on stage with their
dad or on their own

When asked how he feels
about his sons going into the
mausic indusiry, Ken acknowl-
edges it can be a tough busi-
ness, but so are fields like
health care or corporate fi-
nance.

“There's always ups and
downs i anyihing you do,
and music is just something
thai my brothier and I have al-
ways dane.

“I've just been very fortunate
that I've been able to make a
living and rzise five boys with
Jjust playing music, because
that’s all I've done since 1989,
Brad says.

“I can't discourage it, be-
cause that's what [ did. I fol-
lowed my dream, and my own
passion, and it seems to have
worked out for me. And they've
doing the same thing.”

So what will the March 22
concert be like? Brad says
he and Ken will of course be
performing sume of the old-
er Johner Brothers songs that
have been on the radio for
years that people will be Ta-
miliar with, but they also have
SOME newer songs

For instance, they just came
out a couple months ago with

Taxpayers group encouraged by
cut to education property tax

The Canadian Taxpayers
Tederation is applauding the
Saskatchewan government for
committing to lower the Edu-
cation Property Tax mill rate
in Budget 2025.

“Saskatchewanians need tax
relief and this property tax cut
will make a real difference for
property owners,” said Gage
Haubrich, CTF Prairie Direc-
tor. “Tax cuts like this help
grow the economy and leave
more money in taxpayers’
pockets."

The government of Sas-
katchewan has announced
that it will be lowering Edu-
cation Property Tax mill rates
in its next budgei. The govern-
met previously raised Educa-
tion Property Tax mill rates
in 2022. This cut will save tax-
payers more than $100 mil-
lion annually, according to the
government. The provincial
government plans to take in
about $805 million in proper-
ty tax this year. A Regina fam-
ily currexttly pays a total prop-

erty tax bill of about $3,118 on
a typical home

Families need tax relief as a
majority of Saskatchewanians
report that they are struggling
or uncomfortable financially,
according to Angus Reid poll-
ing.

“This is a good first step that
helps make Saskaichewan
farmers and businesses more

competitive amid econoimicun- |

certainty,” said Haubrich. “But
the government heeds to offer
more {ax relief”

a song called "Bring Back the
Mullet,” which was wriiten by
Brad and his son Luke. If was
inspired by fans' frequent re-
quests for the Johnersio wear
{hie muflet hairdos they vsed o
have in the 90s

“li’s been out for a few
months now and people.. al-
ways request that one,” Brad
says

Another newer song of theirs
thay will probably be coming
out around the end of March is
called “The Flatlands,” which
Brad describes as a kind of
“epic cowboy song” inspired
by life in Saskatchewan.

For ithe most part, Brad says
Lheir concerts are not very seri-
ous and are just mea for peo-
ple to have a good time

"I think it’s interesting for
people io see that Ken and I
are back together, playing inu-
sicagain,” he says “Ii's alsore-
ally, really interesting just io
see miy boys on stage.”

On a final nole, for anyone
concerned about the acoustics
at the concert given that it is
a small-town vente, Brad saye

Ken and Brad Jahner

Tier hues pertorroiesd ait the Iu i
tene Convanon in He

y rink somewhere, It's not the
same type of show; it doesn't
sound really good. Butl thai
room sounds really good, and
it} be & really nice evening,”
he savs.

Tickets for the Spring Fling
are can be purchased online
via a link ai the Sack Valley
Hospiial Foundation website,




